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Clemente Australia is a ground breaking program for Australians who would like to undertake university study and need some extra support to achieve this goal. Clemente provides the resources and opportunity to support people to build capacity, resilience and make changes in their lives through university-based education.
Through the Clemente Toowoomba program students undertake a Certificate of University Studies through the University of Southern Queensland (USQ) free of charge. The program is designed to build confidence through education. St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland offers the program in partnership USQ, business and community partners.
The program is open to those who have encountered trauma or setback in their lives but still wish to achieve other outcomes through education. Research has shown that when people choose to study at university it helps them reengage with their community and start to interact with the world in a more effective way.
Financial and in kind support to establish a Clemente site is achieved through collaborations between the university, community agencies and business sectors.
Clemente Toowoomba gives an opportunity for community agencies like St Vincent de Paul Society, USQ and other local businesses and community organisations to collaborate in undertaking an engagement program that has proven effective in enhancing lives and providing opportunities for ongoing influence with like-minded organisations.
Benefits for you (the student): There is no cost for the service to students with the learning environment located in a community setting- maximum class size of 20 students.
As an enrolled USQ student, Clemente Toowoomba students have access to all university services to assist their studies and all textbooks and learning materials are free of charge.
Upon completion of four courses across four semesters of study, the students will graduate with a Certificate of University Studies from USQ. This Award is also recognised for entry into a university degree at USQ.
Throughout the program you will benefit from: 
· Increased self-esteem.
· Improved social connections.
· A sense of hope.
· A small, relaxed, friendly and safe learning environment supported by close contact with a university lecturer, your fellow students, and a community mentor.

To be accepted into the Clemente Toowoomba program, you will need to:
· Have Australian citizenship or eligibility for citizenship deemed suitable by Clemente Toowoomba Coordinators.
· Be over 18 years old.
· Be willing to learn.
· Possess a willingness to commit to completing four courses in a 2 year program.
· Successfully complete the ‘Clemente Toowoomba Diagnostic Exercises’ screening prior to enrolment.

The Clemente Toowoomba Program: Each of the four courses in the Certificate of University Studies runs for the full 12 weeks of a university semester. Students enrolled in the Clemente Toowoomba program are enrolled students of USQ. To graduate with a Certificate of University Studies from USQ, students must successfully complete the four courses of study, studying one course per semester. Those who pass the course each semester will take two years to complete the Certificate. 

Courses in the Certificate of University Studies: 
· E-Literacy for Contemporary Society; 
· Academic and Professional English; 
· Strategies for Successful Study; and 
· Mathematical Literacy.

Students in the Clemente Toowoomba Program meet one day a week for each of the 12 teaching weeks of the semester. A normal day could look like the following:
· Mentor class from 11.00am-12.00 pm
· Lunch break from 12.00-1:00 pm
· University classes from 1.00-3.00 pm
Each week students are expected to spend 1-2 hours with their nominated community mentor. There is formal assessment in the Certificate of University Studies and Clemente Toowoomba students are expected to submit all assignments on time and to complete all class work, homework and reading, as directed by the lecturer of the USQ course. 
Students who withdraw from, or do not successfully complete, two consecutive courses in the program are required to meet with the Clemente Toowoomba Coordinators to discuss their progress.

Community Mentors: Community mentors assist Clemente Toowoomba students with the “process of learning” over each 12 week course. Community mentors have the unique opportunity to make a difference and be part of something that offers hope and opens doors for people who experience social marginalisation.

Community mentors develop supporting partnerships with Clemente Toowoomba students by:
· Providing students with support, encouragement and study assistance (e.g., time management).
· Supporting students to become confident, self-directed learners.
· Developing a relationship built on trust and respect and building self esteem.

Community mentors are typically required to have a university degree or equivalent. It is expected that students meet with their community mentor, out of class, for about 1-2 hours per week.

Sustainability of the Clemente Toowoomba Program: Clemente Toowoomba, once established, intends to secure the sustainability of the program by continuing to work with local community and business partners to secure funding and in-kind contributions from like-minded organisations.
For further information please contact Professor Lorelle Burton at USQ lorelle.burton@usq.edu.au or email 
St Vincent de Paul Society Toowoomba clemente.toowoomba@svdpqld.org.au 
Clemente Toowoomba 
Student Expression of Interest (EOI) Form

Note. All Information provided on this form will remain strictly confidential. If you need more space, please attach another sheet. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
STUDENT DETAILS
Surname_______________________ Given Name/s _________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
Postal Address (if different from above)____________________________________________________________
Tel Home_________________________ Mobile _________________________________
Email Address ____________________________________________________________
Date of Birth ______/_____/_____      Gender Male/ Female   (Please circle)
Where you born in Australia?  Yes/No         If no, where were you born? _________________________________
Do you identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander?   Yes/No
Do you have Permanent Residency status in Australia?   Yes/No 
Do you have Australian Citizenship?    Yes/ No
Note. If you do not have Permanent Residency or are not an Australian citizen please supply a current visa status.
Are you from a non-English speaking background?  Yes/No          If yes, please indicate if you have completed any formal language testing previously (e.g. IELTS or Pearson) and how long you have been using English?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
EMPLOYMENT STATUS
Not Currently Employed / Casual /Part time /Full time	(Please circle)
EDUCATION
Have you done any previous study? _______________________________________________________________
What is the highest level of formal education completed? _____________________________________________
Have you studied at university before?    Yes/No                        If yes, please provide details (e.g. where and when) ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you currently enrolled at USQ?  Yes/No
INTEREST IN CLEMENTE TOOWOOMBA PROGRAM
Why are you interested in enrolling in the Clemente Toowoomba Program?   
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you hope to achieve by completing the Certificate of University Studies at USQ as part of the Clemente Toowoomba Program?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
We want to support you to achieve success. Are there are any factors that may potentially influence your studies? If so, please outline your strategies to deal with these challenges, and what supports we could provide to assist.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please email your completed form and any attachments to clemente.toowoomba@svdpqld.org.au
Alternatively you can deliver or post your EOI and attachments marked “Attention Clemente Toowoomba” to
St Vincent de Paul Society, 4 Julia Street Toowoomba QLD 4350
For further information please contact Professor Lorelle Burton at USQ lorelle.burton@usq.edu.au or email 
St Vincent de Paul Society Toowoomba clemente.toowoomba@svdpqld.org.au 
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